Thiruvananthapuram

Adv. V. S. SUNIL KUMAR
MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE Date .28 -9 16

DearM" M&W gvg@}@

I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that the Geneiic
Engineering Aprroval Committee under the Environmental Ministry is making a
move to permit the Commercial cultivation of the Genetically Modified Mustard.
The “Genetically Modified Mustard” is a controversial hybrid of mustard that is
being proposed to be introduced into the lndian Farms.

The decision comes at a time when the Bt Cotton, the only GM crop allowed
in India, has failed in such a short time, and that too at the expense of the farmers.
ft is sad that they are being forced to carry the burden of the failure of this GM
technology. Consequently millions of farmers have got into debt due to the failure
of the crop and many of them has even chosen to take their own lives.

In the case of Brinjal, the GM technology Was rejected by all the sections of
the society including the farming community in India and the Government had to
place a moratorium on the project. As in the case of Brinjal, India happens to be a
Centre of Diversity for Mustard as well.

The GM Hybrid Mustard is being promoted as a inigher productive crop, and
a solution to the growing oil import crisis in India. But it has clearly come to our
notice that this GM Hybrid Mustard is actually less productive than at least 5
different varieties/ hybrids already in the market. Moreover, this technology whickh
uses three different genes inserted unnaturally into the plant is potentially harmful
and has serious biosafety concerns. This is a very important trade and health
concern. We feel that such a technology is totally unnecessary in India, and should
not be deployed at such a risk to Indian farms.

‘We also remind you that during the 1990s, the “Technology Mission on Oil

Seeds” a Government of India initiative, had made our nation almost fully self-
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/ suffrcrent in oil seeds and improved the prospects of our farmers. This effort was
reversed in less than a decade due to the wrong import policies. Thls is a classical
ex}am‘ple of h_,o.w; our trade policies affect our own agricultural production and the
livelihqt)d secunty “of the fa-rme"rsv.}' ‘Kerala has opposed such moves of the
~ Government }-,qf‘,lr‘,ldi‘a including the Indo-AEAN FTA and RCEP Today our self -
reliance in edible oil production has been destroyed.v During' the last year (2014-15).
the overall import of .edible oil into the c‘ountry had gone up to 127 lakh MT. The
h;az‘ardous'f t’echnol‘ogy used in GM Mustard can even wipe out all the indigenous
varieties .:of*‘,O:ur country vancl,'hence this can not be a solution to our growing '}fq‘od :
security issues. , PR e i
We also wish to use thlS opportunrty to mform you that globally, Indlan, |
agriculture has a strong brand value due to its “Non GMO” status When many;

developed countrres like' us; Canada are reelmg under the nnpact of tmportf "

rejections due to GMQ contarmnatron, Indla has a htgh value “Orgamc brand and |

with very impressive ‘growth rates Kerala is a State that has a strong orgamc':', :

farming policy, and is movmg towards becoming a fully organic state. The present
LDF Government has taken thlS as a mission to be accompltshed in its. term, We- :
wish to retain and protect the “Organic” advantage GM Mustard W111 destroy the-
basic Ob_]ECHVES of orgamc poltcy as well as trade advantage and will unpalre the
countrys Shlft towards orgamc farrnmg Belng a consumer state, we are also
dependent on mustard from the mustard growmg states and we wrsh to place our
strong concern on behalf of our consumers It must be noted that GM Mustard isa
‘negatlve value crop, whlle Orgamc Mustard w111 ‘have huge value apprecrahon =
ThlS is advantageous for our farmer trader and consumer No sensrhle nation will
destroy tl’lIS advantage " TR R e
Ttis also well understood that LQre pr‘esent GM Mustard like 'any other GM

‘:Crop, w1ll have serlous health and env onmental 1mpacts The herb1c1de tolerance "y

R (HT) technology used in developmg GM Mustard will have far reachmg

1mphcat10ns Farrners are already reehng under 1ncreasmg weed problem and - use

ofh-a_zardouvs ‘herblcrdes_,v and this crop. would force us to use more and more




herbicides to combat “super weeds”, as is happening in nations like US. Moreover
the GM technology will wipe out the large indigenous seed wealth of our country.

| The issue was discussed in our Ministerial Council and we have taken strong
objections to the approval of GM Mustard. 1 wish to inform the decision of the
Kerala Government to oppose the introduction of GM Mustard. We request you (o
direct the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to abstain from
giving approval for the cultivation of GM Mustard.

We‘have Jearnt that several State governments in India, including the mustard
growing states, are opposed to the introduction of GM Crops in their state. During
the Bt Brinjal debate in 2009-2010, Kerala government, along with several other
state goVernments had expressed our strong views against the approval of
commercial cultivation of Bt Brinjal in India. We wish to reiterate the same. It is
our request that agriculture being a state subject as well, the Union Government
may consult the States on matters regarding the promotion of such dangerous
technologies that affect the farm, farmer, food, biodiversity, environment & trade

Hence it is requested that action may be taken by your Ministry for ban on

the cultivation and use of GM crops, including the Mustard in the larger interest of

our nation.
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Sri. Radha Mohan Singh, ?1
Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture and Cooperation
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