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Minutes of the 128th meeting of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) held on 04.03.2016


The 128th meeting of the GEAC was held on 4th March, 2016 in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) at Narmada Conference Hall, Jal Block from 11:00 am under the Chairmanship of Shri Hem Pande, Special Secretary, MoEF&CC.

List of participants is annexed at Annexure-I.

At the outset, the Chairman welcomed all the Members of the GEAC and requested Ms. Madhumita Biswas, Director and Member Secretary, GEAC to initiate discussion on the agenda items.

Agenda item No. 1: 	Leave of absence

The Committee granted leave of absence to Prof V Veluthambi, Co-Chair, GEAC,  Dr. Luther Rangreji, Dr. B. Sesikeran,  Prof S K Apte,   Dr Vijay Kumar, ICMR, Dr. Ramesh Sonti as requested by them.

	It was also informed that a communication has been received from Dr A K Pradhan that he will abstain from the meetings of the GEAC till the time the matters on GM mustard are under consideration in the GEAC.

              Agenda item No.2     :        Confirmation of minutes of 127th meeting of the GEAC held on 05.02.2016 

2.1    Minutes of the 127th meeting were circulated to all members on 08.02.2016. Minutes were confirmed without any amendments.

               Agenda item No.3     :	Action taken report on the decision taken in the 127th GEAC Meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee noted that pursuant to the 127th GEAC meeting, M/s. CGMCP, University of Delhi has submitted the revised biosafety dossier in respect of their application for environmental release of transgenic mustard.  It was also noted that Coalition for a GM-Free India was invited to present their objections and concerns on the transgenic mustard application in the GEAC meeting but they have conveyed their regrets due to other prior commitments and have requested for an alternate date.
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List of Participants in the 127t meeting of the GEAC held on 5.2.2016

1. | Shri Hem Pande, T Chairman
Special Secretary
| MoEF&CC
2. | Dr. K. Veluthambi Co-Chairman
Professor (Retd), School of Biotechnology, Madurai
Kamraj University, Madurai &Co-Chairman, GEAC | :
3. | Dr. RanjiniWarrier Vice- Chair
Advisor,
|| MoEF&CC
4. | Prof. C.R. Babu Member
Centre for Environmental Management of Degraded
Ecosystems, School of Environmental Studies, DU, New
_'_Delhi
5. | Dr.S. R. Rao Member
Advisor, Department of Biotechnology, CGO Complex,
New Delhi |
6. | Mr.RK. Mishra Member
Joint Secretary (Seeds)
Department of Agriculture & Cooperation
| Ministry of Agriculture, New Delhi
7. | Dr. Gautam Chatterjee Member
Joint Director

Plant Protection Adviser
Director of Plant Protection, Quarantine & Storage NH IV
Faridabad- 121001
8. | Dr.Vijendra Mishra Member
Associate Professor

National Institute of Food Technology
Entrepreneurship of Management (NIFTEM), Haryana
9. | Prof. 0. P. Govila
Former Prof. of Genetics
Indian Agricultural Research Institute
| New Delhi

10.| Dr. V. V. Ramamurthy

Former Professor
Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of
Sciences, Bangalore
Dr.S. K. Apte
Emeritus Professor,
BARC, Mumbai
12.| Ms. Madhumita Biswas
|| Director, MOEF&CC

—+

Member

Member

11. Member

Member Secretary
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Minutes of the 1 Meeting of the Sub-Committee meeting of the
Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) held on 02.02.2016

The Sub-Committee meeting of the GEAC was held on 2"February, 2016 in the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change(MoEF&CC) at  Narmada
Conference Hall, Jal Wing from 11:00 am under the Chairmanship of l)r.K.Vclutlmmbi.
(co-chair of the GEAC).The list of participants is annexed at Annexure- I Leave of
absence was granted to Dr, B.Sesikeran as requested by him.

23 At the outset the Chairman welcomed all members of the Sub-committee and
indicated that the GEAC in its 126Mmeecting held on 4™ January, 2016 had constituted
the sub-committee to consider the response received from the applicant to all issues
raised in the GEAC meeting and additional sought by the members. He also informed
that the mandate given to the Sub-committee also includes review of the Biosafety
Dossier for its adequacy and accuracy in all respect and indicate gaps, if any.

3. The Vice-Chairperson of the GEAC,Dr.RanjiniWarrier: (Advisor) welcomed the
members of the Sub-Committeeon behalf of the Ministry and introduced Ms, Madhumita
Biswas, Directoras the Member Secretary of the GEAC. She further informed that
clarifications on issues raised by the Members in the last GEAC meeting have been
received from the applicant and the same has been circulated to all the Members.

4. Dr. S. R Rao Advisor, DBT informed that the Biosafety Dossier has been examined
in detail by the Biosafety support unit set up in DBT and points for further clarifications
and dossier revision have been prepared for consideration and discussion in the Sub-
committee meeting. A copy of the issues raised by DBT is annexed as Annexure II.

&, After a brief introduction of all members, discussion on the agenda item was
initiated by the Chair.

6.  Discussion on the application for environmental release of
transgenic mustard hybrid DMH-11 and parental lines containing
events bn 3.6 and modbs 2.99 developed using barnase, barstar and
bar genes by the Centre for Genetic Manipulation of Crop
Plants (CGMCP), University of Delhi (South Campus)

The GEAC in its 126" meeting held on 4% January, 2016 had sought further
clarifications from CGMCPand accordingly the pointwise response submitted by the
applicant and the points for dossier correction submitted by DBT was deliberated in
detail.Observation of the sub-committee in respect of each question summarised below:

a. Discussion on response to additional information sought by the
GEAC on 04.01.2016

i.  Various genetic components such as promoters, poly A signals, spacer regions,

etc are to be indicated in the binary construct for clarity and interpretation of the
Southern data.
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List of Participants in the Sub-Committee meeting of the GEAC held on 02.02.2016
L | DK Veluthampy Chairman
Professor &Co-Chairman GEAC
(Retd) & Head, School of Biotechnology, Madurai Kamraj
fedd _Universltl, Madurai
2.| Dr. Ranjini Warvier Member
| Advisor, Mqlﬂﬁ(‘lg@gg-chair, GEAC
3.| Prof. C.R. Baby T Member
Centre for Environmental Management  of Degraded
Ecosystems, School of Environmental Studies, DU,
New Delhi
4.| Dr.S.R. Rao Member
Advisor, Department of Biotechnology,
New Delhi
5.|Dr.S. K. Apte | Member
Director, Bio-Medical Group, BARC
Mumbai 1] 1
6. | Dr. Ramesh Sonti Member
Chief Scientist, CSIR, Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology
Hyderabad
lZA[ID, KV Prabhu Member
Joint Director, IARI, Pusa
I8 New Delhi o %l
8. | Ms. Madhumita Biswas Member Secretary
|| Director, MoEF&CC L
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