To

sistant Directer (Seed),
\MJ//a:ﬁi:try of Agriculture,

Gevernment of India,
Shastril Bhavan,
New Delhi.

Sulk: Menitoring Committee Report
apeut perfermance te Bt. Cetten.

Please find enclosed herewith the performance
report of Bt. Cotten crop in Gujarat State during
¥harif 20U4. The report is prepared on the basis of
menitering committee renort received from various
districts of the state.

Thanking you,

Yeurs faithfully,

Enzl: As above. _iig}mjnﬁﬁ_
{ﬁ Director of Agriculture,
3.5. Gandhinagar.

Cepy submitted to the Under Secretary, Govera.ant of
Gujarat, Agriculture and Ce-eperition Department,
2acthivalaya, Gandhinagar for informatiocn.
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BT. COTTON PERFORMANCE IN GUJARAT: 2004-05

Area covered under cotton crop during Kharif-2004 was 17lac hector.
QOut of this an arca of 208502 hector has been covered under four varieties of
Bt. Cotton viz., Mech-12. Mech-184, and Mech-162. The variety wise break
up and area sown is as under:

o Ne._] Variety | AreaSown(mba) |

, 1 ' Bt.Mech-12 136000
| 2 |Bt.Mech-184 8000 ]
3 |BtMech-162 | 16000 |

4 RCH-2 48502

) Total 208502

Instrict level committees have been constituted to monitor the
performance of these Bt. Cotton varieties in the entire district where it is
under cultivation. Report is prepared in the prescribed format given by
Mimistry of Agriculture, Depariment of Agriculture & Cooperation,
Government of India, New Delhi which is enclosed herewith.

Fowh
The most common findings regarding all these fer varieties are as
under.

MECH-12 variety 1s early type and less incidence of heliothis as well as
sucking pest menace is greater than medium level. MECH-162 variety is late
type and more incidence of sucking pest than medium level. While in.
MECH-184 vanety sucking pest menace is higher than medium level and at
later stage wilt is also seen. Thus, this year cultivation area of both these
varieties viz.,, MECH-162 and MECH-184 is reduced due to menace of
sucking pest and wilt. Sowing area of MECH-184 is not significant at all.
Bt MECH-184 variety plants become dry at boll stage. In current season not
any cotton hybrid variety shows wilt in the state. Farmers suffer a lot due to
wilt, large scale trials should be taken which is not yet happen. RCH-2

variety production is higher than MECH variety and sowing area about

50,000 hector even though its first vear of cultivation. ‘This shows that RCH-

2 variety is superior as compared to MECH varieties in respect of yield.
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Dr. KIRIT N. SHELAT

LA.S, e AGRICULTURE & CO-OP. DEPARTMENT
SECRETARY

D.O. No. IST/2003/Bt.Cotton-K.6 (Pt.II)

= 9 MAY 2008

GOVERMNMENT OF GUJARAT

Sub:  Reneweal of Mahyco-Bt. hybrids regarding
Ret : D.O. letter No. 10/4/2005-CS/GEAC dated 20/4/2005

Dear Shri Chandra,

I am 1 receipt of your above letter regarding performance report Bt. Cotton
hvbrids of Mahyeo and their renewal beyond March. 2005, Specific views sought
on the points in your letter are as follows :-
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Whether the Bt. technology introduced in cotton crop has been beneficial
to the farmers in vour state.

Yes. indeed the technology is worth adopting as evident from the area of
Bt.cotton area which has grown from 9000 ha in 2002-03 to 132000 in
2004-05. It is so because the farmers have recorded higher production
and at the same time substantiallv lower expenses on crop protection
thereby hither returns.

Whether the overall productivity of cotton crops in general has increased
over the period of 2002 to 2005 in your state.

Yes the productivity which was 175 kg./ha. in 2002-03 is touching 460

kg/ha. in 2004-05. But this is not solelv due to Bt-cotton hybrids, as
Guyarat recorded 450 in 1998-99 when there were no Bt-cotton. In our
opinion, all these vears were good vears with low to medium bollworm
activity. hence this increase.

Anv other finding specific to an area.

Out of the three Bt. hybrids of mahyco being grown in Gujarat, MECH-
184 Bt has been found to very prone to water stress. It the reports
Howing from North Gujarat where soils are sandyv to sandy loam are
any indicator, this hybrid sho wide spread wilting/drying. Similar
report have been received #rom other parts of the state also. Further all

hvbrids MECHA-184, MECH-12, and MECH-162 are highly
© ssisand nol very polential [or yield,
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Tiuilaya. Gandhinagar-382 010. ) . 2lp
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A part trom this, [ have some other 1ssues which need to be considered
on priority basis in the best interest of farmers.

i) The said Cry 1.A(c) gene has already completed 15 vears.
therefore should be dergulated so that Bt-cotton seed could be
made available at reasonable price.

n)  There are better Bt-hvbrids available in pipe line, hence the efforts
should be to promote latest and outstanding hybrids.
i) It 1s high time that the route and rules prescribed for conventional
cotton hvbrids must be adhered to for Bt. hvbrids as well.
NI
With regards.

Y ours sincerely,

.-'/J —
(K.N. SHET.AT)

Tn

‘Shr1Suresn Chandra,
Special Secretary,
Ministry of Environmental Forest,
Parvavaran Bhawan. CGO Complex,

L.odi Road, New Delhi-110 003

Chawdhary [ST 2003 It cofton K6



